
“Erzieher” 

Field of Study 

Early Childhood Educator Youth Worker Social Pedagogue 

Degree:         Associate / Bachelor / Master’s 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) Child & Youth Studies (CYS) 

 

Professions 

Early Childhood Educator (ECE) 

• Training: Typically a diploma or bachelor’s degree in early childhood education, child development, 

or a related field; often includes supervised practicum and certification/licensing. 

• Job description: Plans and delivers educational and care activities for young children (usually ages 

0–6), supporting cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development in settings such as 

preschools and childcare centers. 

Social Pedagogue 

• Training: Typically a bachelor’s or master’s degree in social pedagogy, combining education, social 

work, and psychology; includes extensive practical training. 

• Job description: Works holistically with children, youth, or adults to promote social integration and 

personal development, often in residential care, schools, or community services, integrating 

education, care, and social support. 

Youth Worker 

• Training: Usually a diploma or degree in youth work, social work, community development, or a 

related discipline; practical placements are common. 

• Job description: Supports adolescents and young adults through mentoring, programs, and 

advocacy, focusing on personal development, wellbeing, social inclusion, and risk prevention in 

community or institutional settings. 

Teacher’s Aide (Teaching Assistant) 

• Training: Typically a certificate or diploma in education support or childcare; requirements vary by 

setting and may include on-the-job training. 

• Job description: Assists teachers in classrooms by supporting students’ learning and behavior, 

preparing materials, supervising activities, and providing additional help to individual or small 

groups of students. 

Nursery Nurse 

• Training: Usually a vocational qualification or diploma in childcare, early years education, or nursery 

nursing; may require registration depending on the country. 



• Job description: Cares for and supports young children (typically from birth to age 5) in nurseries or 

early years settings, focusing on daily care, health, safety, and early development through play-

based activities. 

Notes: 

• Registration with regulatory bodies and background checks (DBS) are required for working with 

children. 

• Social work or licensed teaching roles usually require additional degrees or licensing exams. 

• Private preschools and community programs often accept Erzieher credentials with U.S. equivalency 

evaluation. 

 

Here are short “I” statements written in the first person. Can you identify the profession based on the work 

described: 

 

a. Early Childhood Educator b. Youth Worker 
 

c. Social Pedagogue 
 

d. Social Worker 
 

e. Teacher’s Aide (Teaching 
Assistant) 

 

f. Nursery Nurse 
 

 

 

1. I work closely with children and young people in their daily lives, combining care, education, and 

social support. 

2. I support teenagers by running programs that build confidence, life skills, and positive 

relationships. 

3. I observe children’s development and work closely with families to support their growth. 

4. I build long-term relationships to help individuals develop independence and social skills. 

5. I assess people’s needs and help them access services, support, and protection. 

6. I support students in the classroom by helping them understand lessons and stay engaged. 

7. I help young people navigate challenges at home, school, or in the community. 

8. I plan play-based activities to help young children learn social, language, and early academic 

skills. 

9. I care for young children by supporting their health, safety, and early development. 

10. I advocate for individuals and families facing social, emotional, or financial difficulties. 

11. I help children learn through play while meeting their daily care needs. 
 



12. I work alongside the teacher to provide extra help to individuals or small groups. 
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